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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims ; 

1 . (currently amended) A detergent particle chamctoriapd by comprising : 

i) a particle core characterized by comprising a detergent active material, said core being an 
agglomerate having a surface with irregularities and crevices, and 

ii) a particle coating layer at least partially covering said particle core, said particle coating 
layer characteriz e d by comprising a water soluble coating material; 

wherein said particle coating layer provides a surface area reduction of at least about 10%. 

2. (original) The detergent particle as claimed in Claim 1 , wherein said coating material is a 
water soluble, non-hydrating inorganic material. 

3. (previously presented) The detergent particle as claimed in Claim 2 wherein said water 
soluble non-hydrating material is selected from the group consisting of alkali metal carbonate 
salts, alkali metal sulfate salts, and mixtures thereof. 

4. (previously presented) The detergent particle as claimed in Claim 3, wherein said water 
soluble, non-hydrating inorganic material is the double saltNa 2 S04:Na 2 C0 3 in a weight ratio 
of Na 2 SO, to Na 2 C0 3 of from about 80:20 to about 20:80. 

5 . (currently amended) The detergent particle as claimed in Claim 4 wherein the weight ratio of 
Na 2 S0 4 to Na 2 COj e£ is from about 75:25 to about 60:40. 

6. (previously presented) The detergent particle as claimed in Claim 2 wherein said particle 
coating layer further includes a detergent adjunct material. 

7. (previously presented) The detergent particle as claimed in Claim 6 wherein said detergent 
adjunct material is selected from the group consisting of brighteners, pigments, chelants, 
nonionic surfactants, pH control ingredients, detergency co-builders and mixtures thereof. 
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8- (previously presented) The detergent particle as claimed in Claim 1 wherein said detergent 
active in said particle core is selected from the group consisting of bleaching agents, enzymes 
and mixtures thereof. 

9. (currently amended) The detergent particle as claimed m Claim I S wherein said detergent 
active material in said particle core comprises a blend of surfactants and dry detergent 
ingredients. 

10. (previously presented) The detergent particle as claimed in Claim 9 wherein said blend of 
surfactants and dry detergent ingredients is comprises a blend of anionic surfactants and alkali 
metal carbonates. 

1 1 . (previously presented) The detergent particle as claimed in Claim 10 wherein said blend 
farther comprises a detergent builder material. 

1 2. (previously presented) The detergent particle as claimed in Claim 1 wherein said particle 
coating layer provides a surface area reduction of at least about 20%. 

13. (previously presented) The detergent particle as claimed in Claim 12 wherein said particle 
coating layer provides a surface area reduction of at least about 30%. 

14. (currendy amended) A detergent composition charactorizod by comprising : 

a) from 1 % to 99% of a detergent particle according to Claim 1 having a partiolo oorp 
chamctoriaod by a dotorgent activ e material, and a particlo coating layor at least partially 
covering said particl e oore, said partiolo ooating lay e r providing a ourfaco area roduotion 
of at l e ast about - 10% ; and 

b) the balance detergent adjunct ingredients. 
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